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Key Issues Addressed:

  What are the dynamics impacting the 
mobile infrastructure market? What are 
the capital spending plans of the 
wireless carriers in different regions of 
the world?  

 What is the market for macro, micro and 
pico base stations and base station 
transceivers for different cellular 
technologies? What is the market for 
base station controllers and mobile 
switching centers?  

 What are the potential 3.5G and 4G 
technologies?  

 When will 4G happen? How will carriers 
transition to 4G? 

 Which 4G technology will dominate? 
What is the market for WiMAX and LTE? 

Applicable To:

 Semiconductor Suppliers, Wireless 
Infrastructure OEMs  

- Strategic managers 

- Product managers 

 EMS/ODMs 

- Product managers 
- Procurement managers 

The wireless infrastructure market which experienced modest growth between 2003 and 
2008, contracted by 10.5% in 2009 to $36.9 billion. The contraction was primarily driven by 
carriers in the developed nations given the slowing pace of their investments in data-centric 
3G/3.5G technologies. In an uncertain macroeconomic environment and reduced customer 
spending, carriers have been extremely cautious on their capital expenditures. 

iSuppli expects this cautious attitude to continue into 2010 as carriers seek to maintain a 
positive cash flow. Carriers that invested heavily in 3G technologies, will seek to recover 
these infrastructure investments before migrating to 4G. Many of these carriers will migrate 
to HSPA+ before deploying 3G. When 4G happens in 2011, it will be OFDMA based. And 
LTE will be the dominant 4G technology. But LTE will require significant infrastructure 
capital investments as existing 3G base stations will not be compatible without LTE or if 
significant modifications were not made. 

For OEMs and semiconductor suppliers, data-centric 3G and 3.5G technologies represent 
a growing market opportunity through the forecast period. But while the market will grow, 
there will be a shake-up among the suppliers in the industry. It is more critical than ever to 
have the right strategy to succeed in the new paradigm that defines the infrastructure 
market.   

Forecast  

Frequency, Time Period  

 6-year historical + 5-year annual 
forecasts 

 

Measures 

 Global capex and wireless 
infrastructure capex budgets of the 
wireless carriers 

 Subscribers by networking generation 

 Infrastructure market by networking 
generation 

 Semiconductor market for 
infrastructure by networking 
generation 

 

Regions, Markets  

 Global 

 

Detail Level 

 By air interface standard 

 

Applications/Products Covered 

 Wireless infrastructure 

- Macro, micro, pico and femto 
base station units 

- Base station controllers and 
mobile switching centers 
(revenue, units)  

- Transceiver units 

 Femto base stations  

 

Technologies Covered  

 GSM, GPRS/EDGE 

 cdmaONE,  

 CDMA2000-1x 

 CDMA2000-1x-EV-DO  

 W-CDMA/HSDPA/HSUPA  

 LTE, WiMAX 

 

Global Wireless Infrastructure Market By Networking Generation
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